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 Hi, I am David Everly, currently the President of our Clay-Plate Baptist Association Leadership Team. I came to this 
association in 1982 as pastor of the Chandler Baptist Church of Liberty.  I have served on the staff of five different CPBA  
churches (Chandler, Timothy, FBC North Kansas City, Winnwood, and now Northgate where I am the Interim Pastor.) I have 
seen many changes in the churches of Clay-Platte over the past 29 years. Pastors have come and gone. Worship styles have 
been altered in several of our churches. Building programs have been successful.  
 There have also been many consistencies including the fact that our churches continue to be committed to Jesus Christ 
and doing His will in our various communities. We still co-operate in mission endeavors and in fellowship among pastors and 
staff members.  
 My hopes, for the future of our Clay Platte Baptist Association, include the desire that we stay committed to the work 
of the Lord and that our people grow in the area of the practice of prayer and the dependence on the working of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives. I request that you pray for our Leadership Team, and our staff members; Matt, Bob and Venette. Let me know if I 
can be of help to you in any way. 
 
Sincerely,  
David Everly 

Hear from Your Director of Missions  
It's been about four months now since I started serving as the Director of Missions for CPBA.  This has been an exciting and encouraging 
time.  First, I've had the opportunity to visit with most of our pastors and preach in several of our churches.  I've been impressed with the 
spirit of optimism and cooperation I've encountered.  Everyone seems excited about the future and eager to partner with one another.  The 
group that has done the most to partner during the past few months is our Youth Ministry Network.  Our CPBA youth pastors have been 
meeting each month to encourage one another and plan associational wide events.  In October they planned a hayride at New Hope that 
drew over 200 students from 11 different churches.  They are working on even more exciting things for the coming months, including a 
youth mission trip to El Salvador on July 7th-14th.  There are also partnerships developing between our churches aimed at revitalization 
and church planting.  One example is the recent partnership between FBC Kearney and Prairie Home.  The folks from Prairie Home have 
begun meeting at FBC Kearney while they develop a launch team to re-start the church in the spring.  I believe we will see many new 
works get off of the ground in 2012.  We have four church planters from our association going to a church planting assessment event hosted 
by the Missouri Baptist Convention, with a few others waiting to attend assessment later this winter.  My vision is to see 50 churches 
planted in the next 10 years.  Looks like we are off to a great start.  I believe God has great things planned for our city and I'm excited to 
partner with each of you as we see it unfold.  
  
Matt 

Hear from Your Leadership Team  
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2010 Mission Trip 

Direction for our disaster relief 
team is ever changing. We have 
responded to two tornadoes and 
floods this year. As we look back 
we realize we need to be ready if 
and when a disaster hits in our 
area and that means training and 
equipping. Both our trailers are 
equipped and ready to respond. 
The question for us, is our team 
ready? We need to be equipped 
also. Our team feels everyone 
needs to be trained in the inci-
dent command system so we all 
can take part in responding ef-
fectively when disaster strikes 
our area. Online training is avail-
able by logging in on your com-
puter to training.fema.gov/is/
nims.asp, then scroll down to a 
list of courses and take the 
course marked ISC 100 Introduc-
tion.  
 
This is a must for everyone in 
our group. All fire, police and 
EMS are trained in it, so it is a 
must if we want to communicate 
and work with them. We want to 
encourage everyone to take the 
introduction and we will talk 
more about it in our next meet-
ing.  
 
Thanks for being there when 
people are in need.  
 
Jim Griffey  
Clay-Platte Disaster Relief Chair 

 
 

Hear from the Clay-Platte Leadership Team  
  Thank you for allowing me to introduce the Credential’s Committee to you. I 

realize that many people may not understand what the role of the Credential’s Com-
mittee is within our Association. The Credential’s Committee is made up of three 
members: George McDowell, chairperson and Pastor of Gashland Baptist Church; 
Rick Deason, Pastor of New Covenant Baptist Church; and Rick Lumm who just 
recently retired as Pastor of Mt. Zion Baptist Church and currently is pursuing mis-
sion’s opportunities. 
 The Credential’s Committee is charged with the responsibility of examining 
any church or new start to our Clay Platte Baptist Association. We are charged with 
examining their Constitution & By-Laws, Purpose statement, budget and interview-
ing key leadership in the church or new start. It is also the purpose of the Credential’s 
Committee to recommend to the Association that we place this new work under 
“Watch Care” which means that they have full support of the Association, but they 
do not have voting rights. After a year of Watch Care, the Credential’s Committee 
may recommend them for Full Membership to CPBA. Our goal is to ensure to the 
Association that each new work is a good fit for our Association, Theologically and 
Organizationally. Remember that all Southern Baptist Churches are autonomous and 
willingly cooperate together. It is our desire that we remain unified and are in Theo-
logical agreement. 
 At this time the Credential’s Committee is working on a Membership Appli-
cation Booklet for all prospective churches and new starts. As your Credential’s 
Committee, we desire to inform applicants of what we believe as an Association so 
that they can decide if they are in agreement and should even consider membership 
with the Clay Platte Baptist Association. Our goal is to have this booklet finalized by 
March of 2012! At this time we have not had any new membership requests, but we 
are hopeful that God will raise up new churches in our Association as we strive to 
reach our two counties for Christ in the coming years. If you have any questions, you 
are welcome to call me at 816-436-0031! 
          
George McDowell, Pastor of Gashland Baptist Church 

"The Lord told the prophet Jeremiah that he was creat ed and appointed for 
the job he was called to do (Jer. 1:5). I believe He has done the same for 
those who serve Him today in our churches. I hope to be a part of what 
God is doing and to encourage our fellow servants in the days ahead. I am 
honored and excited to serve the churches of our association in the coming 
years. I hope to come alongside our new Director and support his efforts to 
lead the Clay-Platte Baptist Association in reaching our area for the Lord. 
The days ahead are sure to bring challenges, but I am confident that we will 
see the Lord work in mighty ways as we focus our energy,  prayer and re-
sources to proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. In the process of serving 
Him, I know that we'll be blessed." 
  
From Grace, 
George Lakatos, CPBA Nominating Committee Chair,  
Pastor or Grace Community Church 



 

New Hope Retreat Center - Bob Byrns, Director 
It’s been a great fall for hayrides at New 
Hope. The good weather and clear nights 
filled with stars have allowed us to com-
plete six hayrides for Clay-Platte Baptist 
Association churches/ groups. The largest 
(and most active) was the CPBA Fall 
Brawl youth event held in October. There 
were eleven churches represented, with 
over 200 attending. Hayrides were held 
one after the other for three hours along 
with other activities lead by youth leaders 
in the association. There were two bon-
fires set up with refreshments and a way 
to roast marshmallows. It was a very suc-
cessful event!  
Don’t forget to give me a call if you are 
looking for a place to have a retreat for 
youth, Sunday School classes, deacons, or 
even your whole church. I will work with 
your budget to help provide a location 
where you can get away and re-charge your 
batteries.  

“You asked for it - 
you got it!”  

 
“You asked for it – you got it – A WORKSHOP!”  Because of requests to re-
peat the FREE STORYTELLING WORKSHOP, it is scheduled for the morn-
ing of Saturday, January 14, 2012.  Stories of Jesus were passed down orally 
before they were in recorded in our scripture.  This workshop will enhance 
your ability to tell the stories of Jesus in that same oral tradition. Northgate 
Baptist Church will host the workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  To get a 
full description of the workshop, as well as registration information, Contact 
Becky Everly,452-6511.  It is important to provide an RSVP by Monday, Janu-
ary 9, 2012. 
Read a review:  
 
Thank you for the informative and practical storytelling seminar you 
held Saturday.  I have long known that everyone loves to hear a good 
story.  Thank you for giving me your wonderful tips on how to prepare 
to tell a story that will draw people into the events and emotions of that 
story.  In this day of spreading Biblical illiteracy, I can see telling a story 
in a compelling and entertaining way as one secret to grabbing chil-
dren's (and adult's) attention so that the message is locked in their 
hearts and minds.  Please let me know when you will have another 
seminar so I can encourage my children's ministry leaders to attend. 
  
Vivian Howell 

Cookies for the Homeless 
 The Assoc ia tion is spon-
soring a  spec ia l c ookie dec o-
ra ting event on Dec ember 
17th. Our hope is to have as 
many of our c hurc hes partic i-
pa te as possib le. 
  Organize the c hild ren of 
your c hurc h to either bake 
c ookies and  deliver them to 
the assoc ia tion office by Thurs. 
Dec  15th. Or take the next 
step  and  b ring your c hild ren to 
Linden Baptist on Dec ember 
17th, 9am-11am and  help  
dec ora te and  pac kage the 
c ookies to be d istributed  to 
the homeless of Kansas City.  

Old Fashion Christmas 
Come and join us in Celebrating an 

Old Fashioned Christmas at the New 
Hope Retreat Center on  
Saturday, Dec. 3rd  

4:00-7:00pm  
There will be carol singing, devotion 
by our new Director of Missions Matt 
Marrs, refreshments and fellowship.  

www.www.www. clayplattebaclayplattebaclayplatteba .org .org .org >>>>>>>>>   

ttthhhooouuuggghhhtttsss.........   
sharingsharingsharing   

The Clay-Platte Baptist Asso-
ciation would like to wish 
each and every one of you a 
wonderful Thanksgiving and 
a VERY Merry Christmas!  
Thank you so much for all of 
your support over the last 
year and 2012 here we come!  

God bless you one and all! 

 



Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

LIBERTY, MO  64068  

888 HAINES DR., STE 116 

Don’t Miss These! 

Don’t forget to inform us if you are  
changing your email address!...  
And forward our correspondence to  
people you know in order to assist us in  
increasing our mailing list!  

Thanks! 
Venette  
Clay-Platte Baptist Association 

  
 

thoughts... 
sharing 

Contact us at 816-792-2227 www.clayplatteba.org 

 

 
A Lion’s Roar and a Baby’s Cry 
 
Question:  What do the roars of lions, tigers, leopards, and jaguars (which can reach 114 decibels) and the cries of babies have in 
common? 
 
Answer:  They are attention getting. 
 
Obviously, the vocal-cord anatomy of human infants and large cats of the genus panthera are very different but both can make 
loud noises (and in the case of babies loud noises for extended periods of time) without doing permanent damage to the larynx.  So 
says Ingo Titze, direction of he National Center for Voice and Speech at the University of Utah.   
 
While the roar of big cat is basso profundo and the cry of a baby is very high pitched, tonally both are rough and grating – attention 
grabbing.  According to Titze, if an adult were to use their vocal cords in the same way as an infant “they would probably injure 
themselves.”  
 
Why study such?  Well, studying such differences and similarities is important to doctors who work with patients whose vocal 
cords have been damaged by illness or injury.   
 
This may be nothing more than an exercise in scratching my trivia itch, but think a bit:  The tiniest of infants and the largest and 
most powerful predators share a common trait!  The Bible says we are made from the dust of the ground – that is we are a part of 
the natural, created order.  
 
But the Bible also says we are created in the image of God; the psalmist notes we are “fearfully and wonderfully made”; possessed 
of the God-given qualities of heart, intelligence, spirit, and soul that sets us apart from the rest of the natural order.  
 
That tiny, grating noise, given the right talent and training, can grow to become an instrument of song – a thing of power and grace 
and beauty with the ability to hold and move a throng. 
 
Those unfocused eyes and flailing arms can, given the right talent and training, can develop the ability to coordinate to the point of 
taking a stick of wood and in the half-second it takes for a baseball thrown at 95 mph 
from 60’ – 6” away put bat and ball on collision course (well, maybe 30% of the time 
– which will earn you a very large paycheck).  
 
The rest of the quote:  “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” (Psalm 139:14 NLT) 
 
A major component of praise is thanksgiving.  There are literally hundreds of refer-
ences to both praise and thanksgiving in Scripture; in many passages they are side-by-
side.   
 
We lament the commercialization and secularization of Christmas, but those same 
forces are at work in our national day of Thanksgiving.  Perhaps to reclaim the former 
we need to pay more attention to the latter.   
 
We place our spiritual health in great peril when we fail in giving thanks.  Consider:   

Thanksgiving is one active step to do the will of God (1 Thessalonians 5:18). 
When things are going well, thanksgiving delivers us from ungodly pride 

(Deuteronomy 8:17 – 18). 
When things are going badly, thanksgiving delivers us from despair by reminding 
us of God’s love and mercy (Psalm 106:1). 

 
A final observation:  Thanksgiving comes most naturally when things are going well; 
it is most beneficial when thing are going badly.  So whatever is going on in your life 
at this moment remember you are fearfully and wonderfully made and that is worthy 
of thanksgiving.  
 
Submitted by: Dr. David Overman, Sr. Pastor Park Hill Baptist Church 

Nov 8th - CPBA Fellowship Luncheon,              

Winnwood Baptist Church. 11:30-1:30 

Nov 17th- CPBA Leadership Team Meeting 

3:00pm CPBA office 

Nov 24th - Office closed - Happy thanksgiving! 

Dec 13th - CPBA CHRISTMAS FELLOW-

SHIP LUNCHEON! ALL CHURCH STAFF 

COME AND WISH ALL A MERRY CHRIST-

MAS! North Heartland Community Church,  

11:30am-1:30pm 

Dec 23rd-Jan 3rd - Office closed Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Dec 28-30 - Super Winter, CPBA youth re-

treat 

Jan 17th - CPBA Fellowship, Grace Com-

munity Church 

Don’t Miss These >>>> 


